Galanin immunoreactivity in human CSF: studies in eating disorders and Alzheimer's disease.
Galanin is a peptide which stimulates feeding behavior in animals and is found within those basal forebrain cholinergic neurons which degenerate in Alzheimer's disease. Galanin was measured in cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) by radioimmunoassay. The nature of the immunoreactivity was characterized chromatographically as authentic galanin. CSF galanin levels were determined in subjects with Alzheimer's disease, involutional depression, anorexia nervosa and bulimia. No differences between any diagnostic group and age and sex-matched controls were found.